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Sept. 13 

Feel worried till daughter returns from IIT campus: Arvind 

Kejriwal 

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-feel-worried-till-daughter-returns-from-iit-campus-arvind-kejriwal-

2124788 

Asserting that women safety is a priority for his government, Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal on Saturday 

said the women's rights bill being brought in the next Assembly session will give more teeth to DCW. 

The proposed Charter of Women's Rights Bill, 2015, aims at strengthening Delhi Commission for Women 

(DCW) by giving it more administrative and judicial powers, and will incorporate recommendation made by 

Justice J S Verma Committee in the wake of the Nirbhaya rape case. "If a girl is going out then she should feel 

secure. If she will feel secure then her parents will feel secure. We need to provide a system where women can 

roam freely around the city, feeling safe and secure," Kejriwal said during the Consultation on the draft bill 

organised by the Delhi Dialogue Commission (DDC) at the Delhi Secretariat. 

The chief minister also shared his own experience while talking about women safety in the national capital. He 

said his family gets restless till the time his daughter returns from the IIT campus, since the metro station is at a 

little distance away from his residence. "If I being Chief Minister is so concerned for the safety of my daughter 

then I can understand the feeling of common man. We have taken several measures like installing CCTV 

cameras, which acts as a deterrence. 

"Three weeks back, as a pilot project, we installed CCTV cameras in all the classes of three schools. (Deputy 

Chief Minister) Manish Sisodia went to take feedback and interacted with the students. "They told him that they 

are very happy as teachers have stopped beating them. Students also shared that cases of theft from school bags 

have gone down," Kejriwal said. The Chief Minister highlighted that CCTV camera has a deterrent impact in 

public places too. 

"Similarly, in buses we are installing CCTV cameras, which will bring an end to 'road side Romeos' but 

organised gangs equipped with knife may not fear CCTV cameras but there will be decline in cases by 50-60 

per cent," he said.  Hitting out at Delhi Police, Chief Minister alleged that there is "no democratic control" over 

the force. 

"If someone is committing crime then the person should be scared that he or she will be caught. There should be 

certainty and swiftness of punishment and that only police can ensure but the problem in Delhi is that there is no 

democratic control over police. 

"It comes under the central government which has practically no control over it. Police does not listen to 

anyone," Kejriwal said. Recently, the Chief Minister held a meeting with DCW chief Swati Maliwal where he 

identified 21 grave cases in which FIR ought to be registered immediately but police had not done so. DDC has 

also proposed to give more teeth to DCW by giving additional administrative and judicial power. It also 

proposed that DCW will work as a single window to work and enforce women related matter. 

"We are seeking more suggestions on imparting more power to DCW and ways to enforce it. We will table this 

bill in next assembly session," Kejriwal said. The draft of the bill for women rights prepared by the DDC is 
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already in public domain and it is based on the recommendations of the Justice JS Verma committee. Eminent 

lawyers, NGOs and other social activists attended the consultation. 

According to DDC officials, the bill proposes to provide a comprehensive framework for women residing in 

Delhi to effectively enforce their fundamental rights guaranteed by the Constitution and various existing statutes 

- including the right against all forms of violence, the right to appropriate health care, education, privacy and 

right to equality.  

Smriti Irani Asks IITians to Utilise 'Start Up & Stand Up' 

Scheme 

http://www.ndtv.com/india-news/smriti-irani-asks-iitians-to-utilise-start-up-stand-up-scheme-1216933 

Bhubaneswar:  Exhorting IITians to take advantage of the "Start Up India, Stand Up India" scheme, Union 

HRD Minister Smriti Irani today said qualified engineers need to take up entrepreneurship on the basis of 

innovative ideas acquired in the premier institute. 

 

"I am sure that you are aware about Prime Minister Narendra Modi's call for Start Up India... IITs are known to 

encourage new ideas, innovations and converge them with good business plan," Ms Irani said at the 4th 

convocation ceremony of Indian Institute of Technology, Bhubaneswar held in its permanent campus at Argul. 

Stating that the Centre's Mudra Bank Yojana provides funding to do business from Rs. 50,000 up to Rs. 10 lakh 

without any collateral security, the Union Human Resources Development Minister said a new business 

opportunity has been created in the country and IITians need to take advantage of the available opportunities. 

 

"If there are industrious students among you, I request to start up and stand up now," Ms Irani said adding that 

IITs always lay emphasis on academic excellence and innovation. 

 

Asking technical students to undertake new ventures with innovative programme, the Union Minister said they 

could choose their own path of dream with a little bit of imagination. 

 

Ms Irani also lauded the students of IIT Bhubaneswar for adopting two nearby villages and enabling science to 

reach at the door steps of villagers. 

 

At the 4th convocation function, Ms Irani conferred President of India's gold medal to Sushant Sachan, a 

mechanical engineering student of BTech, Director's gold medal to Pratik Nayak, a civil engineering student of 

MTech and Anudeep Nain, a student of Mathematics at the institute. 

 

The endowment awards went to five students of different streams of the institute. 
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Adopt 5 villages: Irani to IIT-BBS 
http://www.orissapost.com/adopt-5-villages-irani-to-iit-bbs/ 

Bhubaneswar, Sept 12: Union human resource development minister Smriti Zubin Irani Saturday asked the students and 

faculty members of IIT Bhubaneswar to adopt five villages for development work and urged qualified engineers to take 

up entrepreneurship.  

Speaking at the fourth convocation of IIT Bhubaneswar held at its permanent campus at Arugul for the first time, Irani 

said, “Each student needs to contribute something significant for the growth and development of the country. Students 

who have great ideas that can become great business opportunities need to start up now.” In her speech that lasted for 

barely seven minutes, she spoke of the ‘Start up India, Stand Up India’ scheme and various schemes started by the 

central government for development of the people and the nation.  

Under the Unnat Bharat Abhiyan, IIT Bhubaneswar has adopted only two villages, but Irani requested the students and 

faculty members to adopt five villages. “It is an initiative where students and faculty can engage with citizens in areas 

around the institution so that those who wonder how an IIT can benefit villages around it can see the development 

work,” she said. 

Appealing to students to engage themselves more productively, Irani said students should always do things which their 

hearts want them to do. Appreciating the achievement of IIT Bhubaneswar student Sushant Sachan, who received the 

President’s gold medal, she said he should strive not only to carve out a good life for himself but also to lead the 

country. 

Sushil Kumar Roongta, chairman of the institute’s board of governors, urged the students to keep alive their curiosities 

and natural instinct for innovation and creation.  

IIT Bhubaneswar director Prof Ratnam V Raja Kumar said the institute, which started with just 94 students in three 

undergraduate programmes, now has 1,038 students in various departments. “The institute has made considerable 

progress in research and development. The faculty members have published more than 688 research papers in reputed 

national and international journals. In the campus, more than 5,000 saplings have been planted to develop a green 

cover,” he said. 

Around 215 students received their degrees at the convocation. They included 109 BTech, 44 MTech, 50 MSc and 12 

PhD students. Sushant Sachan of the mechanical engineering branch received the President of India gold medal for 

topping all BTech branches, whereas Pratik Nayak of civil engineering won the directors’ gold medal for topping all 

MTech specialisations. In MSc, Anudeep Nain of mathematics received the Director’s gold medal for topping in all Msc 

branches. 

 

Appointments Committee rejected Smriti pick for CBSE chief 

http://www.sunday-guardian.com/news/appointments-committee-rejected-smriti-pick-for-cbse-chief 

The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet rejected Human Resources Development Minister Smriti Irani's 

selection, Satbir Silas Bedi for the post of the chairman of the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE), 

as it received a complaint against her over the role she played in the hosting of the Commonwealth Games of 

2010. Sources said that the ACC did not want to get into any controversy by selecting Silas. However, sources 

did not elaborate what the specific complaint was. Apart from this, the ACC also rejected the other names the 

ministry had proposed. 
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Bedi is a Joint Secretary in the HRD Ministry's School Education Department, and was holding the additional 

charge of CBSE chairman until last month. Bedi was secretary in the Elections Department and was the Chief 

Electoral Officer in the Delhi government between 2006 and 2010. It was in 2010 that the CWG took place. 

The ACC entrusted Y.S.K. Seshu Kumar, a Joint Secretary in the MHRD, with the additional charge of CBSE 

chairman from 1 September. 

The MHRD constituted a five-member search committee, which sent a panel of names, including that of Bedi, 

to the Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT) in June. DoPT rejected the full panel of names and sent it 

to the ACC and the Prime Minister's Office. 

Cabinet Secretary Pradeep Kumar Sinha, who is a part of the ACC, raised objections to the names, primarily 

over the criterion of experience adopted for selecting them. Sinha also apparently said that it was not clear if the 

MHRD adhered to the recruitment rules while evaluating whether the candidates had the required experience. 

According to Sinha, the criterion advertised in the vacancy circular did not insist on a minimum three years of 

experience in educational administration as is required by the recruitment rules. The advertisement gave the 

impression that officers of the rank of Joint Secretary were not required to meet the criterion of experience. 

Sinha apparently also pointed out that the information provided by the ministry in the proposal indicated that 

annual confidential reports (ACRs) have not been taken into consideration while assessing the candidates. 

Earlier, a petition was filed in the Delhi High Court challenging Bedi's appointment. The petition, filed by the 

Independent Schools Federation, had alleged that the controlling authority put Bedi in charge without approval 

from the ACC. The plea sought appropriate steps to make regular appointments to the post strictly in 

accordance with the constitutional mandate and recruitment rules. 

The premier body has been without a permanent chairman since December 2014, which is affecting its 

functioning adversely, said sources. According to G.P. Gupta, chairman of the Independent Schools Federation 

of India, there are 12,000 schools affiliated to CBSE, out of which 20% run on the basis of extension. "Thus, 

about 2,400 files come every year for the regular extension of affiliation. Besides there are many more files, 

which need clearance from the chairman. In the absence of a full time chairman, about 3,000 files have been 

pending in the CBSE for several months," said Gupta. 
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President to address 13th VNIT convocation 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/nagpur/President-to-address-13th-VNIT-

convocation/articleshow/48949534.cms 

Nagpur: Visvesvaraya National Institute of Technology (VNIT) will be holding its 13th convocation on 

Tuesday. President of India, Pranab Mukherjee will deliver the convocation address. 

Speaking to reporters, VNIT director Narendra Chaudhari said besides the President, Union minister of human 

resource development Smriti Irani, surface transport minister Nitin Gadkari, Maharashtra Governor 

Chennamaneni Vidhyasagar Rao and CM Devendra Fadnavis as well as VNIT board of governors chairman 

Vishram Jamdar will be guests for the programme. 

The event will be held in the VNIT auditorium at 11am. This year 1,140 students will get their degrees in 

various subjects. These include 48 doctorate degrees, 312 MTech degrees (five will be MTech through 

research), one student will get M Arch degree by research and 45 students will get MSc degree. The total 

number of students getting the undergraduate degree of BTech and BArch are 729. 

Prem Ramesh Auti, of mechanical engineering programme will be receiving the Sir Visvesvaraya Medal for 

highest CGPA among all BTech students. 

Other medal winners include Susamiddha Saha with highest CGPA in chemical engineering, Dhruv Chawala, 

highest CGPA in civil engineering, Nikhita Vedula with highest CGPA in computer science engineering, 

Gaurav Girish Pundlik, highest CGPA in electrical and electronics engineering, Santosh Atmaram Gupta, 

highest CGPA in electronics and communication engineering, Sanjeev T Patil, highest CGPA in metallurgical 

and material engineering, Saurabh Singh, highest CGPA in mining engineering, Prathmesh Kubal, highest 

CGPA in architecture. They will be awarded institute medals. 

Pooja Bhopale, who secured highest CGPA in girls in SC/ST category and Swapnil Pimpalkar, who received 

highest CGPA from OBC category in mechanical engineering will also be awarded medals. 

Apart from these, 17 MTech and three MSc students will get institute medals and academic excellence prizes 

for securing highest CGPA in respective academic courses. More than 35 awards have been sponsored by 

various individuals and organizations for students excelling in different subjects. This year the first batch of 

Matser in Technology in excavation engineering will also be awarded degrees. 

Besides, VNIT director OR Jaiswal, dean academics, PM Padole, dean, faculty welfare, HM Surywanshi, dean 

research, SR Sathe, dean, planning finance and development, GP Singh, dean students welfare and registrar RR 

Yepude and Anupama Kumar, associate dean of public relations also addressed the reporters. 
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NIT admissions likely on JEE-Main scores alone from 2016 

A final decision on the issue could come early next month when HRD Minister Smriti Irani 

chairs a meeting of the NIT council. 

http://www.thehindu.com/features/education/nit-admissions-likely-on-jeemain-scores-alone-from-

2016/article7648299.ece 

Admissions to the NITs from next year could be based entirely on JEE-Main scores, with a government-

appointed panel likely to recommend scrapping of weightage given to marks obtained in board examinations. 

“We would be recommending scrapping of weightages given to board marks,” Director of IIT Bombay and a 

member of the panel, Devang Khakhar, has said. 

A final decision on the issue could come early next month when HRD Minister Smriti Irani chairs a meeting of 

the NIT council, which would take a call on the committee’s recommendations. 

As per the existing policy, 40 per cent weightage is given to board marks and 60 per cent to the JEE-Main score 

for admission to a National Institute of Technolgy (NITs). 

Official sources said the committee took into account several factors while deciding on its recommendations 

that included delays witnessed this year in the common counselling for admissions to the IITs and NITs. 

The CBSE had failed to publish the JEE-Main ranking list on time for the counselling and blamed it on the 

delay by the state boards in submitting class XII marks. The ranks are decided after giving weightage to the 

class XII results. 

The delay had a cascading effect that led to the postponement of admissions to the IITs, causing anxiety among 

students and parents. 
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A committee member said the reform in the JEE exams introduced by the erstwhile UPA government by giving 

weightage to the board results had failed to achieve the desired goals. 

“It was felt that the reform would put an end to the menace of coaching, but on the contrary, more students went 

for coaching to better their scores in board exams. 

“Besides, attracting increased number of rural students into the premier technical institutes met with little 

success as the admission (rural:urban) ratio during the last three years remained practically unchanged at 

30:70,” he said. 

While recommending scrapping of the weightage system, the panel is likely to suggest securing 60 per cent 

marks or 70 percentile in class XII, whichever is lower, as a criteria for eligibility of a candidate to appear for 

the examination conducted for admissions to the premier technical institutes. 

Electric bike idea of NIT graduates gets first prize 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kochi/Electric-bike-idea-of-NIT-graduates-gets-first-

prize/articleshow/48942335.cms 

KOCHI: At a time when the market is filled with electric cycles and scooters, these graduates from National Institute of 

Technology (NIT), Calicut have come up with the idea of an electric bike, which could go up to 170 km/hour. The 

innovative product with market feasibility won its creators the first position in the Innovative India contest, organized by 

the state government. 

 

Nabeel Abdullah and Paul Alex, the brains behind the bike 'Hound Electric B Plan', had completed mechanical 

engineering from NIT Calicut. The idea of a zero maintenance bike, has kept the essence of traditional motorcycling 

intact. 

 

"The major attraction of an electric bike is its green feature, creating no emissions or sound pollution. We had 

developed a bike, that required charging for 2-3 hours and can go up to 40km. Now, we are trying to upgrade it by 

incorporating a charged battery and it will be able to attain 150km," said Paul. The duo has restrited its speed to 

170km/per as they target college students as prospective customers, said Nabeel. 

 

They were felicitated at Yes Can 2015, the second edition of Young Entrepreneurship Summit (YES), organized by state 

industrial development corporation ltd on Saturday. The summit provided a unique platform for young entrepreneurs to 

spread wings and aimed at creating strong interlink amongst startups across the state. 

 

While the second place in the contest was secured by Aflah Madasseri for his innovation 'Blind Torch', Thoufeeque 

Abdul Azeez won the third place for his work 'Rapid Construction Technique', which ensures fast, safe and economic 

infrastructure development by utilizing chemical wastes. 
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